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Agricultural Weather Highlights - Wednesday - December 4, 2002
C In the West, little precipitation has fallen since a storm system crossed the region from November 7-9,

leaving the Northwestern winter wheat crop with little moisture and increasing drought concerns.  The
Southwest was extremely dry during the 2001-02 cold season, and the Northwest never completely
recovered from the drought of 2000-01.

C On the Plains, snow is diminishing across southern Kansas, Oklahoma, and the panhandle of Texas, but
fieldwork and travel disruptions continue.  Meanwhile on the central and northern High Plains, light snow
showers are providing minimal relief from drought that left a portion of the winter wheat crop poorly
established and susceptible to potential winter weather extremes (highs winds and low temperatures).

C In the Corn Belt, light snow is overspreading the lower Ohio Valley, but very cold, dry weather prevails
elsewhere.  The persistent autumn cold spell has increased stress on livestock and caused winter wheat to
enter dormancy.

C In the South, locally heavy showers and thunderstorms stretch from the Delta to the Texas coast, ending a
three-week period of favorable weather that allowed summer crop harvesting to approach completion. 
Meanwhile, winter storm warnings are posted for the interior South and the Atlantic Coast States from
northern Georgia to Virginia, in anticipation of heavy snow and ice accumulations.

Outlook: A moisture-laden storm system will move from the Delta to the Atlantic Coast, providing a large area
of rain, ice, and snow to the Ohio Valley, Southeast, and Mid-Atlantic States.  Meanwhile, cold, dry weather
will prevail across the Midwest and Plains, although occasional snow showers are possible in the vicinity of the
Great Lakes.  Dry, mild weather will continue west of the Rockies.  The NWS 6-10 day outlook for December
9-13 calls for below-normal precipitation in the Pacific Northwest, northern Rockies and Plains, and upper
Midwest, while wetter-than-normal conditions are anticipated across the South and East.  Below-normal
temperatures are forecast for the south-central U.S. and the Northeast, but warmer-than-normal weather is
expected in the northwestern quarter of the nation.

Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)


